An RWF Celebration 18-19 2015 at Wortley Hall
Steve Samuel is from Merthyr Tydfill - an early leaver from mainstream education; adult education activist and beneficiary who late on became a self-taught digital artist. Steve received a grant from RWF to paint this portrait which was unveiled at Wortley Hall, by Ria Higham, Vice-Chair of RWF.
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35 attended the key-note lecture by Laura Swaffield who gave a detailed authoritative account of the current crisis facing public libraries. Despite the 'grim situation' Laura drew attention to continued strong public use and support for libraries. The Chair of RWF paid special tribute to the knowledge and commitment Laura had brought, from London, to our celebration occasion.
Tributes were paid at the start to Clive Edwards, with the newly published booklet honouring his work now added to the Sylvia Pankhurst Library.
16 participated in Alice Corble's seminar circle discussion on RW's still relevant article about libraries and community. Another excellent session. Plans were discussed for RWF's future developments through the library retreat scheme and the new Keywords project.
Late night guitar accompanied singing, plus one man and his voice unaccompanied drew a tired but appreciative number from the group ...
Programme:
12.00 onwards Arrival and registration:
13.00 Food and drink available to purchase in the Bar…
14.00 Welcome and introduction to the Sylvia Pankhurst Library Project and potential links with the Working Class Movement Library.
Key-note lecture: The Future of Reading and Public Libraries by Laura Swaffield, Chair of The Library Campaign 
15.45 Portrait unveiling
16.00 Tea
17.00 Seminar Circle discussions on the issues, including a seminar led by Alice Corble (Goldsmith’s)on RW’s Library Association article (1966) on The Library’s Relation to Its Community
18.30 Dinner
19.45 Seminar Circle discussions continued, focusing on practical suggestions for the future of the RWF linked project/s.
21.15 Bar and, maybe, some informal music and poetry...
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