RWF Notes 26th June 2020
Intro to speakers 

Melissa Benn - Melissa Benn is a writer, journalist and campaigner and author of 'Life Lessons: The Case for a National Education Service'. She is the daughter of Tony Benn and Caroline Benn.
Dr Lisa Mckenzie - Lisa Mckenzie is a sociologist at Durham University, she is a working-class academic and her work focuses upon on issues of social and class inequality.
Nigel Todd - Nigel Todd is a Newcastle Labour Councillor, chairs the UK Co-operative College and was North East Regional Director of the Workers’ Educational Association.
Dr Charlie Davis is Assistant Professor in Higher Education in the School of Education, University of Nottingham
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sharon’s Clancy’s introduction – our focus: Community Knowledge, Community Learning and Community Recovery

Raymond Williams reflected that one reason people turn to learning is to help them make sense of, adapt to, or shape processes of societal change.

Lifelong/adult learning has to be more than “the bottle with the message in it, bobbing on the tides and waves of history” – 

The true position was, always essentially was, that the impulse to Adult Education was not only a matter of remedying deficit, making up for inadequate educational resources in the wider society, nor only a case of meeting new needs of the society, though those things contributed. The deepest impulse was the desire to make learning part of the process of social change itself (Williams, 1983, in McIlroy and Westwood (Eds), 1993, p. 257).

Importance of tacit, community and informal knowledge - It is this that makes adult education most powerful, in that engagement with it is a voluntary act. It is also often based on “tacit knowledge…embedded in people’s activities and relationships” (Field, 2005, p.4), rather than formal and accredited knowledge.

Structure of feeling” in which “social actors and activists draw not only on history but also a ‘structure of feeling’, the lived experience and culture of a particular historical moment within which they work” (Grayson, 2016,  p.113) - It reconciles the individual and the collective, bringing together the social and the personal.

A collaborative approach to lifelong education, which would focus on the primacy of the ‘lived experience’ of the individual learner and therefore create a stimulus for a more just society, which was also based on recognising the democratising potential of education which escaped the elite-controlled schoolhouse and found its expression in the family, community centres, libraries, pubs and museums.

Relationship to Covid moment and implications. 

Importance of celebrating all culture - culture is ordinary” (Williams, 1958, p.5), Williams suggested that culture does not have to be great, beautiful or sublime.

Williams argued that there is a central point between culture as ‘the best’ or culture as the everyday and that working class culture, with its rich associational life, was the “best basis” for a future society: 
There is a distinct working class way of life…I think this way of life, with its emphases of neighbourhood, mutual obligation and common betterment, as expressed in the great working class political and industrial institutions, is in fact the best basis for any future English society. As for the arts and learning, they are in a real sense a national inheritance, which is, or should be, available to everyone (Williams, 1958, p.96)

Nick Mahony’s introduction

Start with brief background to RWF (when it was founded, why, what it does)

- Then, to help set the scene/offer some background to this event:

- The focus of this event is adult education and informal learning today so to help set the scene and provide a rationale for this focus i wanted to briefly touch on why these topics are so important to the RWF and why they are particularly relevant now

- Social learning is key to the RWF because it's vital to what RW called 'the long revolution', that is the struggle to realise a society run on the basis of popular forms of democratic self-organisation and community control. Evidently despite still being some way off realising this vision in 2020 it's just as relevant today as ever. Periods of crisis like the one we're now mean even greater numbers of people than usual are faced with the material conditions and inequalities that are produced by dominant ways of organising society. This then means that greater numbers of people than usual are also thereby looking for alternative ways of thinking and organising both to survive and to help build a better world beyond the immediate crisis.

- Two quick examples. The first is the recent explosion of mutual aid. Mutual aid is obviously as old as the hills but the number and spread of mutual aid groups has massively increased across the UK since the start of the recent crisis. As well as addressing peoples immediate need to survive they provide spaces of community learning, whereby people build their capacities to self-organise at local level, without official governmental permission or control. Experiences that will have undoubtedly have been learnt from and from which there will still be much to learn.

- Second example, Black Lives Matter. Build on generations of activism against racism, white supremicism and police violence the recent Black Lives Matter protests shine a light on the enduring connections there are between racial, economic, health, housing, educational and many other forms of societal inequality, everyday discrimination and community exclusion.

- These two examples illustrate just a couple of the many ways that forms of community action and social movements are currently spurring vital forms of informal political learning that are relevant to the long revolution today.


From the Chat discussion

18:44:27	 From  Pam Flynn : Nick's two examples re-iterate points I made recently in a feature for the National Assembly of Women's magazine Sisters which will be published shortly.  NHS not Trident!

18:47:30	 From  Cilla : I shall always remember how I was made to feel as a secondary modern girl. It was damaging as an identity  for generations. 

18:48:48	 From  Phil Coward : what about those who passed the 11+ but were told that there was not enough places available in the grammar school so who have to go to a sec mod!

18:49:19	 From  David Watt : Within schools there are processes like setting and streaming that confirm hierarchical and their failure

18:49:48	 From  Stephanie Bolt : There is a brutality encountering the primary reception year ‘top table’ layout which sets patterns & habits … & anticipations into a damaging meritocratic framework - I think Diane Reay referred to this as ‘symbolic violence’ at TWT

18:50:25	 From  David Whalley : Thank you, Melissa, for the image of the golden nuggets.  

18:51:49	 From  Cheryl Hedges : I think it was flower arranging that was mentioned but you are right it is gendered.

18:53:40	 From  Nigel Todd : The sec modern I went to couldn’t quite make up its mind.  Some staff constantly reminded you that you were officially designated as thick and a failure.  Others noticed that the system was breaking down and they gave encouragement, but not much because there was so little they could encourage you think about as a next step.  The school had no provision to take anyone further than a sec modern was meant to do - it could only offer Micky mouse certificates in the main.

18:53:49	 From  Pam Flynn : It has always been flower arranging that politicians chose to denigrate.  Ignoring the opportunity to spend time focusing on something beautiful.

18:54:06	 From  Sue Norgrove : I still don’t understand why the government funds eg an ‘A’ Level at a secondary school with a much higher payment than the exact same course and student at an FE College.

18:55:05	 From  Phil Coward : I did do GCE and as I did maths a year early I had to do a second 
maths GCE as no option for A levels. So I have 2 Maths GCEs! very useful!

18:55:27	 From  David Watt : need to find out more about Rochdale’s citizens’ curriculum . Thanks

18:56:22	 From  Cheryl Hedges : [Working class academics conference] I think it is July 14th and 15th 

18:58:07	 From  Elaine Laberge : Conference link: https://workingclass-academics.co.uk/registration/

Pay what you can and/or donate what you can

18:59:34	 From  Louise Raw : ‘Slow War’ is spot on, Lisa. 

19:02:01	 From  Nuala Burgess : Activists in Grenfell describe 'slow violence' of systematic classism and racism.

19:03:44	 From  Kari-Ann Johnston : powerful point Nuala.

19:04:02	 From  Pam Flynn : Commodification of the product has done for the universities.  We will see bankruptcies in the HEIs.  Lisa is right; how could we recommend university education today.  

19:04:08	 From  Louise Raw : So agree. The establishment HATES us. Now they no longer pity us they’ve stopped pretending otherwise. We need to start over, somehow

19:05:39	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Really interesting comment by Sarah Whitehead (Community Pride - Salford) “Sad how local authorities painted themselves as heroes. No acknowledgement for community safety net put in place for the fall out of people being refused support. Despite their love of show boating community relations for kudos - when it counts we are never invited in.”

19:06:06	 From  Louise Raw : A working class woman’s place is in the wrong. Sick of it!

19:06:11	 From  Nigel Todd : We have this interesting idea of a ‘Co-operative University’ via the Co-op College and partners, and are keen to develop the remit

19:06:35	 From  Nuala Burgess : What about Mass Observation. Lisa? We have a precedent for the diaries of working class and middle class people in 'extraordinary times'

19:08:45	 From  Nick Mahony : And the mass observation movement helped spur on the project of developing the Open University

19:11:18	 From  Nuala Burgess : Exactly. Big fan of OU but it's just way too expensive. You have a lot of money. No student loan excludes the very people for whom it was designed.

19:23:52	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Q: for Melissa & wider group ref Rochdale Curriculum and how this can avoid/counter being instrumentalised / appropriated plus should it be accredited? If so why?

19:24:17	 From  Sue Norgrove : OU is very expensive. Seems to be a huge amount of free You Tube tutorials on a wide range of subjects now.  How will universities compete?  Can they maintain their prices, or will there be an even greater split in the system for those who can afford university and those who can’t?

19:26:05	 From  David Watt : best examples of learning tied to school during COVID have been  multi-platform including phones, TV, radio

19:26:35	 From  John Holford : I accept Lisa's point about the middle-class nature and ethos of universities. It's very true. But how do we deal with this, while not giving up the claim that there educational institutions should be open to all and not "classed"? I think of Melissa's argument about schools: isn't the parallel that we should give up on having schools fit for the working class?

19:29:43	 From  Kari-Ann Johnston : Can you send us those references you have just spoke about ?

19:30:12	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Q: Charlie does you experience of PAR translate into ‘APL’ within the HEI culture ?

19:30:16	 From  Cheryl Hedges : Thanks Charlie - Goodson is inspirational.

19:30:47	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Note: pedagogy of protest - pls can this reference be shared?

19:30:57	 From Nick : I see that. But how optimistic can we be about winning back the university from the corporate and middle class ethos. We are now so far along that road I am not confident of a return. That's not necessarily an argument for giving up struggling, but it is to face where we are. 

19:31:57	 From  Charlie Davis : Pedagogy of protest - https://hybridpedagogy.org/author/jessica-zeller/

19:32:57	 From  David Watt : 1971 Ivan Illich proposed Deschooling Society

19:33:49	 From  David Whalley : It was an education to listen to Melissa, Lisa, Nigel & Charlie.  Thank you all.  

19:34:59	 From  Phil Coward : but there is no point putting on courses that people will not join!

19:35:42	 From  Mitchell-Sadler family : courses should not run for profit, they should run for the benefit of the whole community

19:36:11	 From  Kari-Ann Johnston : But how do you know until you run it?

19:36:46	 From  Nuala Burgess : I'd like to say something/ask something about schools and classism in sixth forms

19:37:00	 From  Sara : Does anyone have thoughts about whether universal basic income might help with access to education? Universal credit more or less stops eg single mothers who would have been on tax credits from accessing living expenses while at university. The system doesn't seem to acknowledge part-time students if their courses aren't clearly marked on university websites. It's absolutely inflexible. 

19:37:19	 From  Pam Flynn : The WEA seems to have got sucked into the machine.  I completely agree it's time to try and reconfigure.  It was done in 1919 and 1973 and subsequently.

19:41:04	 From  Cilla : There are new ways to think about university .- discuss!

19:41:13	 From  Cilla : cilla@co-op.ac.uk

19:42:58	 From  Pam Flynn : Keele has been bucking the trend I think

19:43:09	 From  Cilla : The most interesting stuff is not coming out of universities. Massive pressure for belittled academics too

19:43:20	 From  John Holford : re Nick's point, many academic publications always remind me of "how many angels can dance on a pinhead?"

19:43:25	 From  Nigel Todd : If anyone is interested in WEA Green Branches, please get in touch: ntodd@wea.org.uk

19:43:43	 From  Nick : all true John

19:43:51	 From  Nick Mahony : Any questions from anyone about the role of social movements and communities in INFORMAL education?

19:43:56	 From  Mitchell-Sadler family : it’s completely marketized with casual contracts and unsafe workloads for tutors, many courses not getting funded. How can we develop a new model of higher education?

19:44:01	 From  Ryan Bogle : I go to University at the moment, I thought me making it to the University of Cambridge as a working-class student who grew up in poverty and gained access through their new "adjustment" scheme for working-class students had meant I made it. I was wrong. All I've realised is that I'm not someone they care about. I'm a statistic to make them look better. Working-class students are playing a middle-class game under middle-class rules. I've had people call me a chav because of my inflections then tell me it's not an insult. I've been shut down asking for representation and class-based education. The sooner we find an alternative the better.

19:44:10	 From  Sara : https://davidaveyard.wixsite.com/qmu-dialogue-centre/single-post/2017/02/21/Glasgow-Association-For-Mental-Health 

This blog post seems half-written but to me, this piece of work was a good example of how to use universities to benefit marginalised people - everyone got student ID and credit, and many went on to study further. But it also gave experience in public speaking and made a difference in terms of raising awareness of mental health issues. It's similar to my experience of my work paying for a 20 credit module for me, and that demystifying university enough for me to study further. 

19:44:18	 From  Lisa McKenzie : More than the right – it’s the middle class have won

19:44:45	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Q: for Melissa & wider group ref Rochdale Curriculum and how this can avoid/counter being instrumentalised / appropriated plus should it be accredited? If so why?

19:45:09	 From  Pam Flynn : It would be very good to be able to read some of the summary from the recording of this and the content of the chat. 

19:45:20	 From  Lisa McKenzie : left and right - the middle class elbows are sharper than ever because of the squeezed middles. 

19:46:09	 From  Nuala Burgess : The issue I wanted to raise is that working class kids are being sold a pup. University is sold to them as a passport to social mobility and they are encouraged to progress to school sixth form to go to HE but once in their 6th form they see all the teacher time and resources being invest in kids who will go to 'elite' Russell Group universities. The kids schools ignore are what used to be referred to as 'ordinary' i.e. working class 'moderately attaining' kids. What would on earth do we do? These kids are made to feel inferior if they want to go to college. I think co-op colleges and co-op unis might be the answer! 

19:46:16	 From  Joseph : A lot of middle class people hate universities and people with qualifications. Essential to realise how divided the middle class is.

19:47:45	 From  Lisa McKenzie : lots going on - but not for and led by the working class - ER another middle class thing. 
19:48:00	 From  Ryan Bogle : At uni right now - the middle-class hate that we're intruding their places and will do whatever to shut us down and shut us out. They're winning

19:48:51	 From  Phil Coward : yes Lisa a great concern

19:48:54	 From  Joseph : Yes, many would be quite happy if w/c people excluded themselves from university.

19:50:33	 From  Sara : I feel that in some ways universities are now sites for adult education outside of bachelor degree structure etc. They offer public seminars, short courses, are a place where there are free rooms available for discussions and quiet study space. Whereas colleges (here in Scotland) are very focussed on making money on courses where skills link clearly to paid work. And Adult Education associations do tend to want to run courses that they can envisage making money too. 

19:50:41	 From  Pam Flynn : That is an astonishing statistic about Zoom and older people!

19:50:49	 From  John Holford : To my mind, given as HE (and schools) are such dominant institutions in society, we just have to take them back. They're going to shape people's lives (those who attend them and those who don't), and we can't just accept that they'll inevitably have a highly middle-class curriculum.

19:51:43	 From  David Smith : David, ref for the Zoom comment useful. Thanks

19:51:55	 From  Cilla : Coops are not only about or run by the middle class. Nor is the  Co-op university. I don't know about ET. 

19:52:07	 From  Phil Coward : All WEA provision for Autumn term is being planned via Zoom. these will continue although we hope to bring in face to face when able to do so but real issues with community venues availability at the moment.

19:52:12	 From  Joseph : Tbh, need to understand education in terms of its relations to capitalism, not seen any of that here.

19:55:02	 From  Cilla : None the worse for that though!

19:57:39	 From  Bob Foster : Working class versus middle class is too simple. It has to do with region north v south, right v left.

19:57:41	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Following on the capitalism point: Q: Charlie does you experience of PAR translate into ‘APL’ within the HEI culture ? - deliberate use of acronym

19:58:51	 From  Sara : https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/20/ordinary-people-learn-economics-manchester-classes 
This is one model for learning about capitalism/economics. Here in Scotland, the church of Scotland was running some workshops with this group

19:59:19	 From  Charlie Davis : Answer to Stephanie - To answer your question, in my personal experience, I can't say I've experienced it but that doesn't mean it hasn't happened

19:59:37	 From  Joseph : Agree with you Bob, it’s very complex.
20:02:02	 From  Stephanie Bolt : Could Nigel mention the social pedagogue ecosystem? I think it was in Norway? (May have been John mentioning this sorry)

20:04:40	 From  Nigel Todd : Yes, social pedagogues were big in Denmark in the 1970s and was about equipping people in their normal jobs (e.g. bus conductors) to start serious conversations with strangers they came across.  I guess the funding for it dried up, and now it tends to be located in forms of social work I think?

20:06:44	 From  Sue Norgrove : agree Erica. In Brighton there is the www.bhorganicgardeninggroup.org who are a not for profit community group who teach non gardeners

20:08:42	 From  Tony Dennis : Isn't Lisa's verdict on universities a doctrine of despair? Obviously there are serious issues, not least the deterrent effect of fees, but simply to say that universities are letting down working class people could be taken as an argument for leaving them to the middle and upper class.


