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Intro to speakers 

Melissa Benn - Melissa Benn is a writer, journalist and campaigner and author of 'Life Lessons: The Case for a National Education Service'. She is the daughter of Tony Benn and Caroline Benn.
Dr Lisa Mckenzie - Lisa Mckenzie is a sociologist at Durham University, she is a working-class academic and her work focuses upon on issues of social and class inequality.
Nigel Todd - Nigel Todd is a Newcastle Labour Councillor, chairs the UK Co-operative College and was North East Regional Director of the Workers’ Educational Association.
Dr Charlie Davis is Assistant Professor in Higher Education in the School of Education, University of Nottingham
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Raymond Williams reflected that one reason people turn to learning is to help them make sense of, adapt to, or shape processes of societal change.

Lifelong/adult learning has to be more than “the bottle with the message in it, bobbing on the tides and waves of history” – 

The true position was, always essentially was, that the impulse to Adult Education was not only a matter of remedying deficit, making up for inadequate educational resources in the wider society, nor only a case of meeting new needs of the society, though those things contributed. The deepest impulse was the desire to make learning part of the process of social change itself (Williams, 1983, in McIlroy and Westwood (Eds), 1993, p. 257).

Importance of tacit, community and informal knowledge - It is this that makes adult education most powerful, in that engagement with it is a voluntary act. It is also often based on “tacit knowledge…embedded in people’s activities and relationships” (Field, 2005, p.4), rather than formal and accredited knowledge.

Structure of feeling” in which “social actors and activists draw not only on history but also a ‘structure of feeling’, the lived experience and culture of a particular historical moment within which they work” (Grayson, 2016,  p.113) - It reconciles the individual and the collective, bringing together the social and the personal.

A collaborative approach to lifelong education, which would focus on the primacy of the ‘lived experience’ of the individual learner and therefore create a stimulus for a more just society, which was also based on recognising the democratising potential of education which escaped the elite-controlled schoolhouse and found its expression in the family, community centres, libraries, pubs and museums.

Relationship to Covid moment and implications. 

Importance of celebrating all culture - culture is ordinary” (Williams, 1958, p.5), Williams suggested that culture does not have to be great, beautiful or sublime.

Williams argued that there is a central point between culture as ‘the best’ or culture as the everyday and that working class culture, with its rich associational life, was the “best basis” for a future society: 
There is a distinct working class way of life…I think this way of life, with its emphases of neighbourhood, mutual obligation and common betterment, as expressed in the great working class political and industrial institutions, is in fact the best basis for any future English society. As for the arts and learning, they are in a real sense a national inheritance, which is, or should be, available to everyone (Williams, 1958, p.96)

Nick Mahony’s Introduction

Start with brief background to RWF (when it was founded, why, what it does)

- Then, to help set the scene/offer some background to this event:

- The focus of this event is adult education and informal learning today so to help set the scene and provide a rationale for this focus i wanted to briefly touch on why these topics are so important to the RWF and why they are particularly relevant now

- Social learning is key to the RWF because it's vital to what RW called 'the long revolution', that is the struggle to realise a society run on the basis of popular forms of democratic self-organisation and community control. Evidently despite still being some way off realising this vision in 2020 it's just as relevant today as ever. Periods of crisis like the one we're now mean even greater numbers of people than usual are faced with the material conditions and inequalities that are produced by dominant ways of organising society. This then means that greater numbers of people than usual are also thereby looking for alternative ways of thinking and organising both to survive and to help build a better world beyond the immediate crisis.

- Two quick examples. The first is the recent explosion of mutual aid. Mutual aid is obviously as old as the hills but the number and spread of mutual aid groups has massively increased across the UK since the start of the recent crisis. As well as addressing peoples immediate need to survive they provide spaces of community learning, whereby people build their capacities to self-organise at local level, without official governmental permission or control. Experiences that will have undoubtedly have been learnt from and from which there will still be much to learn.

- Second example, Black Lives Matter. Build on generations of activism against racism, white supremicism and police violence the recent Black Lives Matter protests shine a light on the enduring connections there are between racial, economic, health, housing, educational and many other forms of societal inequality, everyday discrimination and community exclusion.

- These two examples illustrate just a couple of the many ways that forms of community action and social movements are currently spurring vital forms of informal political learning that are relevant to the long revolution today.

