
“Democracy includes the opportunity 

to know full personal freedom, 

security and welfare. Those who 

enjoy privileges need to understand 

that liberty is not diminished if it is 

shared by everyone”
Einar Gerhardsen 1947 

Prime Minister Norway 1945-65



NORDIC WELFARE, COOPERATION & GREEN 

GROWTH



SCOTLAND, INDEPENDENCE AND THE NORDICS
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…..AND THE OVERALL PICTURE IN 2010



EMPOWERMENT (1)

ENERGY
Wick 1900 Hammerfest 1900



SELF RELIANT HAMMERFEST 



HAMMERFEST 

ENERGIHUSET HUSBANKEN 



….AND TODAY 

HAMMERFEST STROM Hammerfest 



LOVING THE COLD



AND WICK ?



SCOTTISH  “LOCAL” COUNCILS 
STATUS QUO & EUROPEAN AVERAGE



EMPOWERMENT (2)

DEMOCRACY



DISEMPOWERMENT (3)

HOUSING

GLASGOW OSLO



BUT MIND THE BACK 

Edinburgh Copenhagen



EMPOWERMENT (4)

CHILDREN



KINDERGARTEN --

SCOTLAND 



THE NORDIC WELFAIRYTALE

• High equality

• Between rich and poor

• Between men and women

• Incomes

• Employment

• Earnings



Childcare costs 

£1400 2 toddlers full time Edinburgh 

£500  Copenhagen 

Women working 

65% women work in Britain (2010)

74.4% women work in Denmark 

(Men 79% & 76% respectively.) 

Result
One million women "missing" fm UK w/force. 

Resolution Foundation

“If Norway was to reduce female workforce participation 
to the OECD average, the country would lose ….as 
much wealth as the entire oil sector and the Oil 
Fund provide.

Sigbjorn Johnsen, Norwegian finance minister 

WOMEN IN WORK – KIDS IN KINDERGARTEN



• Goal is to maximise the realization of human 
capital for all

• Almost all public policies are directed towards 
increasing work

• Welfare model not only about securing a safety 
net or providing insurance and compensation, 
but also social investments

• Welfare services attractive for the affluent and 
affordable for all –increasing social solidarity 
and increasing support for welfare services. 



LIFE SATISFACTION
UK DK



GBR DK

TRUST IN OTHERS



Independent 

mindedness



SKALANES -- ICELAND





INDEPENDENT PEOPLE



www.nordichorizons.org

NORDIC HORIZONS -- FACING THE FUTURE?


