Markets, Social Democracy and Socialism

1. Is Sweden ‘socialist’? And what do we mean by socialism – how might it be defined?

2. What might have been the bases for earlier Swedish/ Scandinavian success? (Raw materials? Wartime neutrality? Social consensus – if so, how achieved?) Might SD/Socialism be more easily attainable in some types of society than in others? (Population size/ density, different histories/national cultures – eg, some differences between the USA and most European societies).

3. Is there a distinction between social democracy and socialism? (Remembering that at the beginning of the Twentieth Century, the terms were practically interchangeable). And where does the welfare state fit in? Has it been a compromise with capitalism, as suggested below?

4. What factors have brought about the present crisis in European Social Democracy?

5. What might be the role of markets? How do they work, and do they facilitate consumer choice? Can we still talk of a ‘market economy’? 

6. Are markets identical with capitalism, or can they be distinguished from it (the argument that markets preceded capitalism, and therefore logically might be seen as surviving it).

7. What might a ‘socialist market economy’ look like? Is it a contradiction in terms?

8. What were the weaknesses (and strengths) of Soviet-style economies? What might we learn from their demise?

9. What about Co-operatives? What might we learn from the Scandinavian experience with them, and also from the recent problems of the British Co-Operative sector?

10. What about international links? Is ‘socialism in one country’ still achievable – if it ever was – and if not, what kind of international organisations should we be thinking of? Might the EU (suitably reformed) do the job? If not, what else?

There is a vast amount of literature relating to all these questions, but do please have a look at the following two reviews. Both have appeared in an online journal called Spectrezine  (as in ‘A spectre is haunting Europe’!) which is run by Steve McGiffen, a British socialist who has been a researcher for the Dutch Socialist Party in the European Parliament. I strongly urge you to subscribe (it’s free!) as it carries some extremely good stuff from a range of commentators on the European and World Left. You can find it at www.spectrezine.org

