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[bookmark: _GoBack]Charity - Oxford dictionary definitions 
1. The voluntary giving of help, typically in the form of money, to those in need.  Synonyms: financial assistance, aid, welfare, relief, financial relief,  [more]
handouts , gifts,  presents, largesse, alms, philanthropy, humanitarianism, humanity, altruism, public-spiritedness, social conscience, benevolence,  beneficence, munificence

2.An organization set up to provide help and raise money for those in need. Synonyms: nonprofit organization, voluntary organization, [more]charitable institution, fund, trust, foundation, dot-org

3.Kindness and tolerance in judging others:  ‘she found it hard to look on her mother with much charity’. Synonyms: goodwill, compassion, consideration, concern,  [more]
kindness,  kindheartedness,  tenderness, tenderheartedness, sympathy, indulgence, tolerance,  leniency,  caritas,  bounteousness

Philanthropy - Oxford dictionary definitions 
The desire to promote the welfare of others, expressed especially by the generous donation of money to good causes: ‘he acquired a considerable fortune and was noted for his philanthropy’
Early 17th century: via late Latin from Greek philanthrōpia, from philanthrōpos , 'man-loving' 
Voluntarism - Oxford dictionary definitions
1. The principle of relying on voluntary action (used especially with reference to the involvement of voluntary organizations in social welfare).
· Historical
(Especially in the 19th century) the principle that churches or schools should be independent of the state and supported by voluntary contributions.
2. Philosophy
The doctrine that the will is a fundamental or dominant factor in the individual or the universe.

Altriusm - Oxford dictionary definitions 
1. Disinterested and selfless concern for the well-being of others – ‘some may choose to work with vulnerable elderly people out of altruism’. Synonyms: unselfishness,  selflessness,  self-sacrifice,  self-denial , [more]
consideration,  compassion,  kindness, goodwill,  decency,  nobility, public-spiritedness,  generosity,  magnanimity, liberality,  open-handedness ,  free-handedness,  big-heartedness,  lavishness, benevolence,  beneficence,  philanthropy,  humanitarianism,  charity, charitableness,  bounty,  bounteousness

Altruism or selflessness is the principle or practice of concern for the welfare of others. It is a traditional virtue in many cultures and a core aspect of various religious traditions and secular worldviews, though the concept of ‘others’ toward whom concern should be directed can vary among cultures and religions. Altruism or selflessness is the opposite of selfishness. The word was coined by the French philosopher Auguste Comte in French, as altruisme, for an antonym of egoism. He derived it from the Italian altrui, which in turn was derived from Latin alteri, meaning "other people" or "somebody else". 
Altruism can be distinguished from feelings of loyalty, in that whilst the latter is predicated upon social relationships, altruism does not consider relationships. Much debate exists as to whether ‘true’ altruism is possible in human psychology. The theory of psychological egoism suggests that no act of sharing, helping or sacrificing can be described as truly altruistic, as the actor may receive an intrinsic reward in the form of personal gratification. The validity of this argument depends on whether intrinsic rewards qualify as ‘benefits’. The actor also may not be expecting a reward.

